
McKeowns Valley CircuitMcKeowns Valley Circuit

Looping         around         the         northern         bush         tracks
surrounding         Jenolan         Caves,         this         walk         explores         a
variety         of         different         environments,         up         on         the         ridges
and         down         along         the         river.         The         campsite         is         a         great
spot         to         break         and         enjoy         the         quiet,         at         one         of         the
less-frequented         areas         of         the         park.         Be         sure         to         allow
time         to         enjoy         the         views         from         up         on         the         ridge         and
especially         of         Carlotta's         Arch.         Watch         out         for
stinging         nettles         down         on         the         river.
Jenolan         Karst         Conservation         Reserve

Length:
Time:
Climb:
Style:
Rating:
Where:
Transport:

3.5         km
2         hrs
347         m
Circuit
Track:         Hard
18.4         km         SE         of         Oberon
car

Visit www.wildwalks.com  for more info
Side         trips         and         Alternate         routes         mentioned         in         these         notes         are         not         included         in         the         tracks         overall         rating,         distance         or         time         estimate.         The         notes         only         describe         the         side
trips         and         Alternate         routes         in         one         direction.         Allow         extra         time         for         resting         and         exploring         areas         of         interest.         Please         ensure         you         and         your         group         are         well         prepared
and         equipped         for         all         possible         hazards         and         delays.         The         authors,         staff         and         owners         of         wildwalks         take         care         in         preparing         these         notes         but         will         not         accept
responsibility         for         any         inconvenience,         loss         or         injury         sustained         by         using         these         notes         or         maps.         Please         take         care         and         share         your         experience         through         the         website.
Please check park closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating just before leaving for your walk. Walk maybe closed during Total Fire Ban.
GPS for start and end of this walk:-33.8203,150.0212

                  
 Wildwalks  
 Download the free Bushwalk Australia eMag
 The eMagazine is produces by the community at bushwalk.com and the Wildwalks team
 Bushwalk.com Australia's most active bushwalking forum - Check it out.
 Happy Reading. Matt :)   

Caves House to Carlotta Arch Lookout  0.4km 10 mins 
 (From S) From the opposite side of the Jenolan Caves Road from Caves House, this walk follows the 'Six Foot Track'
sign up the concrete steps. The walk then follows the stone footpath up the side of the valley for about 80m to pass the
'Southside Show Caves' information sign then just over 30m later to the 'Grand Arch' information sign (and view of the
Arch). The walk continues fairly gently up the path for 100m (as it bends right) to find 'Caves House' information sign.
The path soon starts leading much more steeply up as it begins to Zig Zag up past a seat and more views down to caves
house for 150m beside the limestone cliffs. At the top of this climb the path leads over a small small rise then gently
down to a fenced lookout beside 'Carlotta Arch'.  

Top of Carlotta Arch Steps to Bottom of Carlotta Arch Steps  0km 1 mins Optional Side Trip: 
 (From 0.41 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk goes down the stairs until coming to the entrance of the cave.
On the way, this walk goes under the towering Carlotta's Arch. The lookout has great views of the valley and Blue Lake.
(Retrace your steps back to the main track, then turn right to continue along this walk.)  

Carlotta Arch Lookout to Int of Mckeowns Valley Bushtrack and Devils Coachhouse Trail  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 0.41 km) Continue straight: From the 'Carlotta Arch' lookout, this walk follows the gravel path (past the top of the
steps) gently uphill (initially keeping the arch to your right) a short distance to an intersection with the sign posted 'Six
Foot Track' (on your right), where another sign points back to 'Caves House'. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads along the gravel footpath until coming to an intersection with a
track signposted as the way to the 'Devil's Coachhouse'. 
 Turn right: From the intersection, this walk heads off the gravel footpath and goes down the stairs, zigzagging down the
hill. The walk then crosses a bridge over the Jenolan River and comes to intersection with a bush track, marked by a
'Devil's Coachhouse' sign.  

Int of Mckeowns Valley Bushtrack and Devils Coachhouse Trail to McKeowns Valley Campsite  0.8km 15 mins 
 (From 0.68 km) Turn left : From the intersection, this walk heads alongside the Jenolan River (left of the track). The
track crosses the river at several points using metal bridges. (Watch out for stinging nettles along this part of the track.)
Continuing north along the gravel footpath, the walk slowly winds to reach an electric fence, then heads through the
grass clearings signposted as the 'Old Playing Field'. The walk comes to a group of buildings and an intersection with a
management trail (which crosses the Jenolan River).  

McKeown's Valley Campsite to McKeown's Valley Lookdown  0.8km 25 mins 
 (From 1.53 km) Turn left: From the campground, this walk crosses the Jenolan River and begins to zigzag up the hill to
the south-west. This continues to the top of the hill, where the trail passes a large gate and comes out next to a dirt road
and several green buildings. At this point, the track heads south along the dirt road for about 20m, before coming to an
intersection with a management trail, where there is a sign pointing towards 'Caves House'.  

Page 1/3 PDF generated on 22 Nov 2013

http://www.wildwalks.com/
http://www.wildwalks.com/
http://www.wildwalks.com/alphacontent/bushwalking-and-hiking-in-nsw/jenolan-karst-reserve/mckeowns-valley-circuit.html
http://emag.bushwalk.com/BWA201310.pdf
http://bushwalk.com
http://bushwalk.com


McKeowns Valley CircuitMcKeowns Valley Circuit

McKeowns Valley Lookdown to Carlotta Carpark Intersection  0.6km 15 mins 
 (From 2.33 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads down the hill, following the 'Caves House' sign.
The track winds past several private residences and soon heads uphill, coming near a dirt road (Burma Rd). The track
turns left and begins to to go down the hill, soon coming to a great informal viewing point which looks over the valley and
the Six Foot Track. At this point, the track begins to zigzag down the hill and, at several points, goes past Jenolan Caves
Rd. In time, the track comes to a small picnic area and intersection, with a large car park off to the right.  

Carlotta Carpark Intersection to Int of Carlotta and Mckeowns Valley Tracks  0km 1 mins 
 (From 2.93 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads downhill along the gravel footpath. Shortly after
passing the entrance to a cave (on the right), the track comes to an intersection with a set of stairs.  

Int of Carlotta and Mckeown's Valley Tracks to Caves House  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 2.96 km) Veer right: From the intersection, this walk heads along the gravel footpath until coming to an
intersection with a track signposted as the 'Six Foot Track'. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Caves House' sign gently downhill along the gravel path a
short distance to an intersection and fenced lookout near 'Carlotta Arch' (on your left). 
 Continue straight: From the fenced lookout near 'Carlotta Arch', this walk follows the 'Caves House' sign gently uphill
along the stone path with handrail. The path leads over a small rise to a view into another valley. Here the path begins to
zig zag fairly steeply downhill for 150m beside the limestone cliffs passing views down to Caves House, past a bench
seat to a 'Caves House' information sign. The path continues more gently downhill for another 100m past the 'Grand
Arch' information sign (and view of the Arch) then just over 30m later to the 'Southside Show Caves' information sign.
The path continues down the side of the valley for another 80m to head down some concrete steps to the side of Jenolan
Caves Road, opposite Caves House, where a 'Six Foot Track' sign points up the steps. The official end of the Six Foot
Track.  

 A         list         of         paper         topographical         maps         that         cover         this         walk
Six Foot Track 1:50 000 Map Series
 Jenolan 1:25 000 Map Series
 Katoomba 1:100 000 Map Series

 Nearby         outdoor         and         camping         stores
Paddy Pallin 166 Katoomba St Katoomba (02) 4782 4466
Summit Gear 80- Bathurst Rd Katoomba (02) 4782 3018
Lithgow 4WD Centre 281 Main St Lithgow (02) 6353 1899
Simdra Pet & Hobby Mart 45 Main St Lithgow (02) 6352 4422
Summit Gear 11 Ross St Glenbrook (02) 4739 4373
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Map         Scale         1         km

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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